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Illicit Antiquities Market
[bookmark: _GoBack]For centuries, antiquities selling hasn’t been following any particular procedures. According to the antiquities collectors, they would resell the antiquities to museums around Europe and United States. They don’t follow up where the antiquities are got from or the manner of acquiring them. For example, Thomas Hoving, a former director of the Metropolitan Museum, New York, describes having acquired antiquity from Greece without provenance. However, in 1970, international legislation started to change the UNESCO Convention to protect the international cultural heritage. From then, the Museums were required to confirm provenance before acquiring antiquities from collectors. The regulations turned antiquities smuggling to be hide and seek game. Antiquities thieves could dig tombs and attempt to engage in illegal deals with collectors and dealers. Any individual found trying to smuggle the antiquities, and they were imprisoned. Nevertheless, no matter whether the sale of antiquities without provenance is illegal, a private collector believes that treasures will continue to be dug from ancient tombs. The situation fosters the illicit excavation of the antiquities. 
The antiquities rioting is facilitated by the availability of traders and buyers who wish to have them at their homes as a symbol of wealth, high social class, prestige, etc. It is evident that without buyers, antiquities stealing from the museums and archaeological sites would not exist. A major historical antiquities robbery was on the night of April 11, 1990, when four robbers attacked the Corinth Archaeological Museum and stole 271 ancient objects which possessed significant archaeological value. They were shipped, and after eight years, they were sold cheaply in an auction in New York. Some were identified, but others didn't have serial numbers hence weren't recovered. All along, the police were tireless to continue with their investigations to recover the stolen antiquities. The illegal sale of antiquities has sent many illicit dealers to jail. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzk61gfEK84


